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Press release 

 

ZERO WASTE – intelligent material management is the path to 

our objective 

At the Plastic Waste Free World Conference & Expo in Cologne, the film manu-

facturer SÜDPACK is presenting business models at Stand 2012 for the closure 

of recycling loops and for keeping plastics in the loop at the end of their lifecycle. 

The film manufacturer, which was voted one of the top 50 most sustainable 

SMEs in Germany by WirtschaftsWoche, and was also nominated for the Baden-

Württemberg Environmental Award, is pursuing a central objective with its 

roadmap for sustainable film solutions and, above all, with its high-profile initi-

atives for mechanical and chemical recycling: ZERO WASTE.  

Sustainability has always been firmly anchored in SÜDPACK’s DNA. One elemen-

tary building block of the ambitious sustainability strategy is the development of 

material-efficient and recyclable material structures, as plastic packaging cannot, 

even in future, be substituted by alternative solutions for a large number of ap-

plications. In recent years in particular, the innovation and technology leader has 

therefore consistently expanded its product portfolio in this area. Best examples 

of this are the Pure-Line range with its PP and PE-based high-performance films 

for packaging a wide variety of foodstuff, or the PP-based film solution for the 

production of pharmaceutical blister packs.  

To calculate the ecological impact for the products offered to date or also new 

products, SÜDPACK is currently developing a calculation tool to create holistic life 

cycle assessments that take into account different end-of-life options within de-

fined system limits. Customers thus have the opportunity to compare different 

packaging solutions under sustainability aspects.  
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Mechanical recycling – returning valuable resources to the cycle 

The company group also invests heavily in the circular economy: in the context of 

recyclable material processing and recovery, the film manufacturer pursues two 

targeted solution approaches: the internal material management aims to reuse 

recyclable materials which are produced during the film manufacturing process, 

and thus to close recyclable material cycles. “With our Competence Center at the 

Schwendi site, we have created strong capacities for the recyclability of these pro-

duction-related recyclables. Thanks to our effective, ISCC Plus-certified material 

management, we also reduce the amount of waste for external disposal,” empha-

sizes Carolin Grimbacher, Managing Partner of SÜDPACK.  

Chemical recycling as a complementary technology 

By investing in the pioneering, market-ready CARBOLIQ technology, a future-

proof chemical recycling process, SÜDPACK together with its technology partners 

is forging links to cater for the expectation of being able to convert existing recy-

clable materials and packaging which could not be mechanically recycled until 

now into valuable resources on an industrial scale. CARBOLIQ’s pilot plant in En-

nigerloh is the only plant in Germany so far to run in fully continuous operation 

and has been certified according to the sustainability criteria of ISCC-Plus since 

March 2021. Even mixed and contaminated plastic fractions can be processed into 

a “cracker-ready” liquid resource, from which plastics are in turn produced. Chris-

tian Haupts, Managing Director of CARBOLIQ GmbH, explains: “On average, only 

about ten percent of the energy contained in the liquid product is needed for the 

conversion. And compared to the thermal recycling of plastics, the CARBOLIQ pro-

cess emits a total of 46 percent less CO2.” 

“With our commitment to CARBOLIQ, as well as with our own material manage-

ment, we are currently one of the pioneers and significant advocates for a func-

tioning circular economy in the market. As one of the leading film manufacturers, 
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it must also be our goal to significantly reduce the use of primary raw materials 

and to keep all materials that we bring in the cycle,” says Carolin Grimbacher.  

NET ZERO – the superordinate objective 

Both these initiatives demonstrate SÜDPACK’s ZERO Waste claim. However, ZERO 

waste is only one aspect of its sustainability roadmap. The central goal is NET 

ZERO. By 2025, the globally active company group aims to reduce 95 percent of 

direct greenhouse gas emissions and those caused by energy demand, as well as 

15 percent of indirect greenhouse gas emissions along the value added chain. 

Other measures to improve the CO2 balance involve the increased use of renew-

able energy and additional investments in photovoltaic systems. To ensure that 

all its climate protection efforts are actually in keeping with the highest standards 

of the Paris Climate Agreement, SÜDPACK joined the Science Based Targets initi-

ative (SBTi) in 2022.  

Sustainability Report  

SÜDPACK documents all initiatives and advancements in ecological, economic and 

also social terms in a comprehensive, fact-based Sustainability Report, which is 

published every two years on a voluntary basis. The current report for 2020 and 

2021 is currently available on the homepage at Sustainability Report 2022 (sued-

pack.com) and is also available in bound form at Plastic Waste Free World in Co-

logne. 

 

About SÜDPACK 

SÜDPACK is a leading manufacturer of high-performance films and packaging materials for the food, 

non-food, and medical product industries. Our solutions ensure maximum product protection as 

well as additional pioneering features with minimum material input.  

The family business, which was founded by Alfred Remmele in 1964, is headquartered in Ochsen-

hausen. The production sites in Germany, France, Poland, Switzerland, the Netherlands and the USA 

are equipped with the latest plant technology and manufacture to the highest standards, including 

https://www.suedpack.com/Shared/epaper-Nachhaltigkeitsbericht_22/index.html
https://www.suedpack.com/Shared/epaper-Nachhaltigkeitsbericht_22/index.html
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the capacity to operate under clean room conditions. The global sales and service network ensures 

a high degree of proximity to the customer and comprehensive application technology support in 

more than 70 countries. 

With its state-of-the-art Development and Application Center at its headquarters in Ochsenhausen, 

the innovation-oriented company offers its customers an optimal platform for carrying out applica-

tion tests and for developing individual and tailor-made solutions. 

SÜDPACK is committed to sustainable development and fulfills its responsibility as an employer and 

towards society, the environment, and its customers by developing packaging solutions that are 

highly efficient and sustainable. 

www.suedpack.com  
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