
PR 01/24 

                                            

Press release 

 

SÜDPACK expands its involvement in CARBOLIQ 

With effect from January 2, 2024, SÜDPACK has acquired additional shares of 

CARBOLIQ GmbH and appointed Dirk Hardow as Managing Director. By doing 

so, SÜDPACK is demonstrating its commitment to a closed-loop system for plas-

tics and to chemical recycling as a complementary recycling technology. Dirk 

Hardow, who as Manager of the BU FF&C is responsible for matters such as the 

development and implementation of closed-loop models, will lead the company 

as its managing director in the future. 

The acquisition of a majority stake in CARBOLIQ was signed on December 15. For 

Erik Bouts, CEO of SÜDPACK, this is “the logical next step. We regard CARBOLIQ 

technology as an indispensable building block in our industry’s process of trans-

formation towards a circular economy.”  

With the acquisition, the film manufacturer is simultaneously substantiating its 

leading position in terms of a circular economy in the industry for flexible packag-

ing. Because so far, SÜDPACK is the only manufacturer of flexible films with direct 

access to capacities for chemical recycling. “We believe quite profoundly in the 

benefits of this advanced technology compared to other oiling processes,” high-

lighted Dirk Hardow. “In terms of energy consumption and the processing window 

for a broad range of recyclables, CARBOLIQ technology offers significant ad-

vantages in comparison to other processes from our point of view,” elaborated 

Hardow.  

And for good reason – in concrete terms, CARBOLIQ is an advanced thermo-chem-

ical process that is also called direct oiling. What primarily differentiates the CAR-

BOLIQ process from other pyrolysis technologies is its flexibility regarding infeed 

materials, which do not necessarily have to be based on polyolefin. Thanks to its 
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high feedstock tolerance, CARBOLIQ is also suitable for converting not only con-

taminated, mixed or other plastics into oil, but also flexible packaging and highly 

complex multilayer films.  

Another advantage is that the process requires a lower temperature of less than 

400°C. The low process temperature, the single-stage approach of the process 

and the use of friction to introduce energy to the material make it possible to 

convert material with relatively low energy consumption.  

Initial pilot projects with customers have already been successfully realized or are 

now in the implementation phase. “We expect chemical recycling to play a key 

role in the context of the upcoming PPWR (Packaging & Packaging Waste Regula-

tion), not least to make it possible to meet the required recyclate use rates, par-

ticularly in the manufacturing of food packaging,” predicted Dirk Hardow. 

At the moment, the CARBOLIQ plant concept is – based on high-caloric fractions 

and fully continuous operation – designed to provide an annual output of approx-

imately 10,000 tons. The secondary raw material that is distributed under the 

name of CLR (Circular Liquid Resource) is similar in many of its main properties to 

fossil oil and the products obtained from it – which makes it a fully-fledged sub-

stitute for fossil resources.  

Dirk Hardow is looking forward to getting customers excited about the technology 

and to establishing the process even more firmly in the market in collaboration 

with the CARBOLIQ team. Because: “In our opinion, it will not be possible to man-

age the transition to a circular economy with mechanical recycling on its own, but 

rather with a healthy mix of a broad variety of technologies.” 
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About SÜDPACK 

SÜDPACK is a leading manufacturer of high-performance films and packaging so-

lutions for the food, non-food and medical goods industries and also of customer-

specific compounds for technically demanding applications.  

The family business, which was founded by Alfred Remmele in 1964, is headquar-

tered in Ochsenhausen. The production sites in Germany, France, Poland, India, 

Switzerland, the Netherlands and the USA are equipped with cutting-edge plant 

technology and manufacture to the highest standards, including the capacity to 

operate under clean room conditions. The global sales and service network en-

sures a high degree of proximity to the customer and comprehensive application 

technology support in more than 70 countries. 

With its state-of-the-art Development and Application Center at its headquarters 

in Ochsenhausen, the innovation-oriented company offers its customers an opti-

mal platform for developing individual and tailor-made solutions and also for per-

forming application tests. 

SÜDPACK is committed to sustainable development and fulfills its responsibility 

as an employer and towards society, the environment and its customers. For its 

sustainable product developments and consistent commitment to a functioning 

circular economy in the plastics industry, SÜDPACK has received numerous 

awards. Further information is available at www.suedpack.com  
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